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Honganji Shiryd Kenkytisho ZFEZFSRIEIERHT (ed.): Zoho-kaitei Honganji Shi s KZFESFSE, vol. 1; Kydto,
Honganji Shuppansha, 2010; 642 pp. (ISBN 978-4-89416-090-3).

At the time of Shinran Shonin’s 700t Memorial in 1961, Hongwanji started the publication of the Honganji Shi £Fg=F &2
(The History of Hongwanyji), in three volumes (1961, 1968-1969) covering the history of the head-temple of Hongwanji-ha
from the time of the Founder Shinran down to the accession of the 23 Patriarch Shonyo Shonin (Zenmonsama) in 1933.
It was followed by a Chronology (Honganji Nenpyo AFEZF%%, 1981) and an Index (Honganji Shi Sakuin EFEFHES|,
1984). All those volumes were published under the editorial supervision of the successive directors of the Historical
Institute of Hongwanji, the late Miyazaki Enjun Ei[E# (1906-1983) and Chiba Joryl T##[# (1921-2008). This was a
big work, the first comprehensive history of Hongwanji since the valuable Otani-Honganji Tsitki A2 EE=7 384 by
Genchi Z2%' (1734-1794)"

Recently, for Shinran Shonin’s 750" Memorial, the Hongwanji has published the first volume of the “Enlarged and
Revised edition” of the Honganji Shi (Zoho-kaitei Honganji Shi), the beginning of a series of four volumes, which is
planned to cover Hongwanji’s history up to the contemporary period. From what can be seen from this first volume -
covering the period from Shinran down to the demise of the 11th Patriarch Kennyo Shonin (1592) - it is not only an
enlarged and revised edition: it is a completely renewed book. As far as Shinran’s life is concerned, for example, the
legendary elements are discussed separately from the historical facts. Most of all, this new edition benefits from the studies
of the many Japanese historians who published about Shinran’s life and Hongwanji's history during the past 50 years, and
all the references to these new studies are clearly provided. To put it briefly, this publication will be essential to all serious
researchers. To write Shinran’s long life is discouraging even for the best-intentioned biographer because it also includes
many obscure parts besides clearly established historical facts. This new book does not claim to solve all of them. I would
like here to give an example with the life of Shinran’s father, Hino Arinori H 445 #i.

1) The biography of 3t Patriarch Kakunyo written by his disciple Josen in 1352 states that Shinran lost his father while
still “in childhood” (yachi 4i5fE), and that this event was followed by his adoption by his uncle Hino Noritsuna H EF#iE4iz.
This is the earliest information concerning Arinori’s death and is far from anecdotal, in that it could in itself explain the
ordination Shinran received, with Noritsuna’s support, when he was 8 years old (1181)3. In addition, Arinori was born after
his other brother Hino Munenari H#753% (born 1142)4, thus implying that Shinran’s father would have passed away when
he was around 40 years old. This theory about the premature death of Arinori (soseisetsu F.#fizii) was accepted during

centuries by Jodo-Shinshii chroniclerss.

!See my “Genchi et I'Otani-Honganji-tsitki”, in Bukkyd-bunka-kenkyiisho kiyé # £ 3C{L#F ZEFTCE, no. 27 (Ryitkoku University, 1989),
p.73-87.

2 Josen TEH (1295-1377), Saishu-kydjue no kotoba & A 3 (Ssrs. 1, p. 950a).

3 Kakunyo %40 (1270-1351), Illustrated Life of Shinran (Den'e {4, 1295) (Ssrs. 1, p. 520ab).

4 Date provided by the Kugyd bunin ¥ 4@#{E (2, p. 23a). Munenari is the 27 of the three brothers, and Noritsuna the eldest.
5 For instance Ekii BZE (1644-1721): Sorinshi #HE (1698) (Ssrs. 8, p. 287h).
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2) However, most modern historians reject this tradition as contradicting another source related to Arinori’s death,
which predates by one year Kakunyo's biography written by Josen. This source is constituted by the colophons (okugaki
B of a copy of the Infinite-Life Siitra (Murydjukyé fEEZL) in two volumes made by Kakunyo's son, Zonkakus®,
According to those colophons, Zonkaku used as a model a manuscript that has been in the hands of Shinran and one of his
younger brothers, Ken'u #£7457. More precisely, colophon of Volume 1 states that Ken'u added marks to the text (katen
H2E) during Arinori’s “intermediary state” (chitin 575%), that is the seven weeks following his death. It adds that Shinran

wrote the title on the siitra’s cover®. Here is the translation of the two colophons:

(Volume 1) The 15th day of the 12th moon of the hare-metal-junior year of Shéei, I completed the punctuation and the
pronunciation: those are the red marks. I copied them from an original, which for years passed as having been marked
by the discipline master Ken'u® during the intermediary state of the Lord great officer and recluse of Mimuroto
(Arinorit®, His Eminence’s fathert). The title on the outside is by His Eminence’s brush. (...) Zonkaku

EFAmFIN+_A+ER, UaZEFSR, SHEL AFWEFAOEAER (F#, EAESRQ) @B,
FoA A NES B, R EC M, s th, s EHE B AHES, () FR

(Volume 2) The 17th day of the 12th moon of the hare-metal-junior vear of Shoei, [1 completed] the punctuation and
the pronunciation: those are the red marks. The manuscript’s origins are recorded in the colophon of Volume 1.
Zonkaku

IEFARREN-ZA+EE, VaERS, KRRt BAZ B RERL LERE FJ
The colophons were published in 1922 2 and they immediately attracted the attention of Nakazawa Kenmyd #/ZREH, a
self-taught historian of Hongwanji-ha, who was the first to use critical methodology in the study of history. At the end of
the same year, he published a book in which he stated that Zonkaku's colophons contradict Josen’s record, making the
point that if Ken'u was old enough to carry out this duty at the time of Arinori’s death, then his older brother Shinran could
no longer have been “in childhood”. Nakazawa is therefore sceptical about the value of the colophons and considers that
they recount little more than a “legend” (densetsu {#3), since Zonkaku himself — writing decades after Arinori’s death -

states that the original “passed for years” as having been marked by Ken'u'4.

¢ See Ducor 1993, p. 360. Zonkaku 7## (1290-1373) also copied the two other siitra of the Pure Land Trilogy (Jodo-Sanbukyé
1# L =H##%). Formerly preserved at Jorakudai ##%:%% (Zonkaku's temple), these autographs are now at Honpa-Hongwanji (Ssgm. 102).
The Murydjukyd manuscript was on display at Rylikoku Museum in 2011 (see the catalogue Shakuson to Shinran, Shinran hen, 3, p. 17,
n° 57).

7 «Ken'u » is the Buddhist name received by Arinori’s 3% son at ordination (date unknown). According to the anonymous genealogy
Hino-shi keizu B % E: 7@ (early 14th ¢.), Arinori had four sons, in the following order: Shinran, Jin'u #747, Ken'u and Ui H# (Ssrs. 7, p.
503); only the year of Shinran’s birth is known (1173), but all his three brothers could well have been born during the years preceding his
ordination (1181). The family-tree Hino-ichiryil keizu B %7 — {7 [E, written by Jitsugo B1& (1492-1583) in 1541, adds a fifth name to the
four brothers: Gydken 1T 3; still, he was but the god-child of Arinori, before being adopted by Noritsuna and eventually becoming Ken'u's
disciple (Ssrs. 7, p. 521).

g The original manuscript of the sfitra is lost, and its author remains unknown.

9 “Disecipline master” (risshi f2£7) is the lowest of the three prelacies (sogo {§#f) in Japanese Buddhism. The Hino-shi keizu mentions
Shinran’s brother as “the monk Ken'u (vice-discipline master)” (&34, f##EH: Ssrs. 7, p. 503); he was a monk at Shogoin Ei[%
(Jitsugo, op.cit.: Ssts. 7, p. 521).

19 Arinori was great officer (daishin 7<) in the household of a dowager empress but retired at unknown date and became a recluse
(nyiidé Ai&) at Mimuroto (or Mimurodo) #1Z7, south-east of Kydto. Ken'u also lived there at an unknown date (Jitsugo, loc.cit.); and
Kakunyo retired there too, from 1308 to 1309 (Ducor 1993, p. 136).

1 About the title “His Eminence” (shonin k. A) first applied to Shinran, rather than “His Holiness” (shonin % \), see Ducor 2007, p. 122-
123.

12 Zonkaku Shonin shigoshit, p. 151b-153a. Cf. Ssgm. n°® 102, p. 29a-30b; Sasaki 2011a, p. 35ab; Sasaki 2011b, p. 319ab. Colophon of Vol. 1
also in Dai Nihon shiryd, p. 161; a picture of it is provided in the Zoho-kaitei Honganji Shi, p. 7 (I don’t know why it said there that it was
discovered at Hongwanji after the War).

13 Nakazawa, Shijo no Shinran (1922), p. 26-29. Nakazawa says he has seen the duplicate of Zonkaku’s manuscripts thanks to the
historian Washio Kyddo % Z #:# (1875-1928), who had just discovered (1921) the letters by Eshinni (Shinran’s wife) in Hongwanji’s
treasure-house.

% Cf. Zoho-kaitei Honganji Shi, p. 6-7.
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However it may be conceded that these colophons hand down a reliable family tradition, trough the mere fact of the

anecdote’s originality as well as the Zonkaku’s authority, allowing himself to quote it. Thus Yamada Bunsha (LIFAZ85, the
great historian of Otani-ha, adopted the theory of Arinori’s long life (chomei setsu f£&75), on the basis of Zonkaku's

colophons, which he judged to be « important historical reference documents »%. From this time up to now, most the

historians — if not all — have subscribed to his argumentsts,

3) A few remarks should nevertheless be made at this point. First of all, it must be noted that the colophons do not
state that Ken'u copied the original text of the siitra (shakyé 4¥), a task which would definitively be impossible for a child

as he would have to have written some 17.473 Chinese characters (kanji j&52)v. Neither do they state that Ken'u added the
reading marks (kunten gl %) needed to adapt the Chinese text to Japanese syntax (yomikudashi £ ). Last of all, they
do not say that Ken'u noted down the transcription of the Sino-Japanese reading of the siitra (kundoku #5%)*, which

would mean adding Japanese letters (furigana & 1) {Z#4) next to the Chinese characters.

What Zonkaku’s colophons tell us is that Ken'u provided “the punctuation and the pronunciation” (kugiri sashigoe
{47 79), as needed for a copy used for siitra psalmody (dokyé #74%). When chanting in this way, the Chinese characters
are simply read aloud, one by one, according to the manner of “straight reading” (bayomi #£5%). Accordingly, all that Ken'u
had to do was to punctuate the plain text of the siitra (hakubun H37) by adding dots (e) between sequences of characters

(kuten 4] %), as the Chinese texts were composed of an uninterrupted series of Chinese signs. In addition, Ken'u added
various dotes, circles and horizontal strokes (e , — , ee | ©—) beside some of the Chinese characters to indicate their

pronunciation in special cases (shoten 7= i3, nisshoten AF5 ). Admittedly, adding dotes and strokes — most likely under
dictation2¢ - is not a particularly difficult task, even for a young child. In comparison, Kakunyo was 4 years old when he
started reading literature?!. If Ken'u were 5 years old when Arinori passed away, he would have been quite capable of

accomplishing this pious task in his father’'s memory.

There was another brother in the family, between Shinran and Ken'u: Jin'u. If we admit a three-year difference between
Shinran and Ken'u, Shinran would have been only 8 vears old upon his father’s death, which would confirm Josen’s
statement in the Saishu-kyojue that Shinran was then “in childhood” (it should also be remembered that Zonkaku and
Josen knew each other2?). This would in addition correspond to the year 1181 during which he was ordained. To
summarize, Zonkaku’s colophons do not prove that Arinori lived on after Shinran’s ordination. Conversely, Shinran’s

adoption by his uncle Noritsuna remains a fitting argument in favour of the tradition of Arinori’s untimely death.

15 Yamada, Shinshii shiké (1934), p. 181; ¢f. p. 185.

1 See Fujiwara (1939), p. 58-60; Kusaka (1958), p. 130-132; Akamatsu (1961), p. 20-21; Ssrs. 1 (1974), p. 10; Hiramatsu (1998), p. 25-26;
Sjj. (1999), p. 281b; Chiba (2000), p. 27-28 (CJC 1, p. 16); Shinran yomitoki jiten (2006), p. 143; etc. The editors of the collected works of
Shinran, under the direction of Miyazaki Enjun & i%[&# (1906-1083), are not so categorical (Tssz. VITI-1, p. 217).

17 That is 8401 charaeters in Volume 1, and go72 characters in Volume 2; figures provided by Genchi #%: Jodo-Sangyé jionko
# = =#5% ¥ (Observations on the pronunciation of the characters of the Pure Land Three Siitra), p. 21ab.

1 Contrary to the explanations by Takahatake: Young Man Shinran, p. 15.
19 Contrary to the comments in the dictionary Shinran yomitoki jiten, p. 143.
== For example, under dictation from his uncles Noritsuna and Munenari.

2! From the autumn of 1274, Kakunyo learned reading using the Collection of Japanese and Chinese Poems for Singing (Wakan Réeishil
FI7EEAER4E) by Fujiwara Kintd FEH 24 (966-1041). See Jésen, op.cit. (Ssrs. 1, p. 958b); Ducor, 1993, p. 95-96.

22 See Ducor 1993, p. 207, 326.
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4) To substantiate the theory of Arinori’s long life, attempts have been done to find traces of him in other historical
records, but the results are scanty and uncertain. The name « Arinori 53 » can be found three times in two aristocrats’
diaries: once in the Sankaiki (1/f52 by Nakayama Tadachika $oLl52 %7 (1131-1195), in the year 1192; and twice in the
Meigetsuki B B 3¢ by Fujiwara Sadaie /5 E% (or Teika, 1162-1241), in 1204 and 1207 23, Those dates are certainly later
than Shinran’s ordination, but the name « Arinori » is quoted without any patronymic, and could simply be a homonym.
Conversely, those diaries do mention titles and functions in conjunction with this name which are not seen in sources
explicitly related to Hino Arinori. All in all, most historians — including the Zoho-kaitei Honganji Shi - refrain from using
those references to justify the supposedly long life of Shinran’s father.

5) We still have to deal with a final argument related to Hino Arinori: the circumstances of his retirement to Mimuroto.
One sufficient reason would seem to be the behaviour of his father Hino Tsunemasa H#f4%5. Although the details are
unknown, his life was so scandalous that the Sonpi bunmyaku genealogy labels him a “debauchee” (horatsu no hito
##5#% A) and strikes him and his sons off the Hino family tree of the Northern House of the Fujiwara Clan - a line of

brilliant Confucian literati - to unit them with a minor branch of the Southern House24,

But another, more acceptable explanation has been put forward by historians: as a great officer in the household of a
dowager empress (kotaigo £4:5), Arinori would have followed the custom of the time, which was to quit his position
when the dowager passed away. However, no historical record gives the lady’s name, and various hypotheses are
imaginable. According to the Zoho-kaitei Honganji Shi (p. 6) it was Fujiwara Kinshi /5 [ff+, a spouse of emperor Go-
Shirakawa?s: she became dowager in 1172, but the date of her death (1209) is too late for her to be seriously taken into
consideration. Another name suggested already in the 18™ century is Kokamon'in £ 25, spouse of emperor Sutoku26.
This could fit as she received the title of dowager in 1141, but her death occurred on the 4t of the 12t moon of 1181, so that

Arinori’s retirement would therefore have been several months after Shinran’s ordination, said to have been held in the
spring of the same year.

Other hypotheses placing a dowager’s demise before Shinran’s ordination are possible; Kenshunmon'in #&F4%, for
example, wife of emperor Go-Shirakawa, became dowager in 1168 and died on the 8% day of the 7' moon of 1176. One
argument in favour of is that Shinran’s elder uncle Noritsuna was a member of Go-Shirakawa’s entourage, while his
younger uncle Munenari was the study master of Go-Shirakawa’s son, prince Mochihito-6 LL{==, killed by the Taira in
1180 2. This could also mean that Shinran’s family might have suffered from the conflict between the Court and the Taira,
as well as from the war between the Taira and the Minamoto: for some historians, this might even be the principle reason
for Arinori’s retirement?3, particularly as his mother — a daughter of Minamoto Munekiyo JE5% - was the niece of
Minamoto Tameyoshi J§ &%, who in turn was the paternal grandfather of the first shogun, Minamoto Yoritomo JF§EEq29,
A final option represents a more interesting candidate: Kujoin J1{5%, wife of emperor Konoe, who became dowager in

1158 and died two months after Kenshunmon’in, on the 19t day of the ot" moon of 1176. What is particularly interesting in

23 Hata, p. 59a-61a.

24 Sonpi bunmyaku 2, p. 455.

2 See also Fujiwara 1975, p. 81; Hata, p. 61. The information given here about the dowagers of that time follows the dictionary Kamakura
Muromachi jinmei jiten.

26 Genchi: Otani-Honganji Tsitki, vol. 1 (Ssrs. 8, p. 348a); id., Hi-Shatoden FETEA{H (Ssts. 7, p. 393a). According to Yamada (p. 186), this
identification is unverifiable.

27 See Shinran yomitoki jiten, p. 145-146; and Chiba, p. 30-31 (CJC 1, p. 17), who quotes also the name of Fujiwara Tashi #&/f £ wife of
emperor Konoe, she became dowager in 1156, but then arch-dowager (taikotaigo A 2 K /F) in 1158 and died in 1202.

28 See for example Fujiwara 1939, p. 61; Akamatsu, p. 23, sq.; Hiramatsu, p. 27, sq.

29 Ag according to Senpi bunmyaku 3, p. 232-233; and 2, p. 219. See Fujiwara 1939, p. 73-75.
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this case is that Hino Muneari, brother of Arinori, became the secretary (hogandai #]E{%) of Kujoin in 1159 3°: it is thus

tempting to imagine that Munenari was in a position to help his younger brother enter the household of this dowager.
Though no definite conclusion can be made from this, the year 1176 during which both Kenshunmon’in and Kujéin passed
away could also mark the moment at which Arinori retired at Mimurodo for the years preceding Shinran’s ordination in
1181. However, it should be noted that no historical source attests that Arinori did actually retire at the time of the demise

of the dowager he was serving.
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By Kenneth K. Tanaka, Musashino University
“Subjectivity”: A Provocative Theme

1t has been exactly one year since the very successful Vancouver conference
at the University of British Columbia under Jessica Main’s leadership. We
are now looking forward to the 17t IASBS Biennial Conference to be held
August 7-9, 2015 at the Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) in Berkeley,
California. (See details elsewhere in this newsletter) I hope that as many of
you as possible will be able to attend.

The theme of next year’s conference will be “Subjectivity in Pure Land
Buddhism,” a topic that appears at first glance to be antithetical to the
primary Buddhist doctrine of “non-self.” Personally, I find it extremely
intriguing as a theme, precisely because the issue of “subjectivity” demands
further investigation and clarification for meeting the spiritual and ethical
needs of contemporary audiences.

In fact, I have been heading a group of scholars associated with a research
project sponsored by the Institute of Buddhist Culture at Musashino
University, who have been working on this and related topics. In the
coming years we hope to publish a volume entitled, Tide of Wisdom:
Shinran’s Wisdom, Subjectivity and Societal Dimension.

1 believe we can analyse the topic of subjectivity from three perspectives: 1)
seeking Dharma as a deeply personal matter, 2) relying on one’s own
judgment, and 3) realizing one’s true self. These three perspectives all point
to the fact that Dharma cultivates seekers to become more committed, self-
directed and actualized persons, and not be indifferent, other-directed and
pessimistic as the critics of Buddhism past and present would want us to
believe.

The deeply personal perspective of subjectivity can be seen, in my view, in
the famous utterance attributed to Shinran in the Tannisho, “As 1 deeply
consider Amida’s Vow made after five kalpas of deep contemplation, I
realize that it was made for I, Shinran, alone.” He was certainly not
monopolizing the Vow for himself, but making the admission that the Vow
was meant exactly for persons such as himself and that there would be no
liberation for him without it. Shinran’s search through the Dharma was
initiated by a deeply personal issue and culminated in a profoundly
personal realization.
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